
Issue 7, Autumn 2006

www.nibureau.com

Page
Director’s Notes 2

‘Hit all the Buttons’ 3

International Geoparks Conference   4

Playing for Peace 4

Stars of the South 5

NIB Deputy Director 5

ACYPL Delegation 6

Camerata Pacifica 7

Aquinas Grammar School 7

Singularity 8

Queen’s University, Belfast and
Georgetown University Forge Historic
Link

Washington, DC and Northern Ireland to benefit
from new partnership

A formal partnership has been agreed between Queen’s
University, Belfast and Georgetown University in
Washington, DC which will benefit the research communi-
ties on both sides of the Atlantic, as well as current and
future generations of staff and students at both institutions.
Research and education are high priorities for both the
United States and Northern Ireland; this has led to the deci-
sion to exchange international best practices between the
two institutions, which will ultimately produce advance-
ments in scientific research, healthcare, and learning.

The Northern Ireland Bureau in Washington, DC has been
actively involved in investigating research and academic
partnerships that will generate real benefits and work with
the two universities.  

A formal partnership agreement, the result of this work,
was signed in Washington by Dr. John J. DeGioia, President
of Georgetown University, and Queen’s President and Vice-
Chancellor Professor Peter Gregson at a special ceremony
hosted by British Ambassador Sir David Manning at the
residence on Friday, September 15.  

The Agreement is also founded on a long-standing associa-
tion between the world-famous Lombardi Cancer Center in
Georgetown and the Centre for Cancer Research and Cell
Biology at Queen’s University.

The new partnership involves many of the best experts in
the world working on issues ranging from cancer research
to post-conflict resolution, and from human rights to cre-
ative writing, and will establish world-leading capabilities
at both institutions.  Another key area for the partnership

will be Irish Studies, in anticipation of setting up a global
center in Washington over the coming months.

This partnership developed quickly from an introduction
facilitated by the Northern Ireland Bureau, following a
meeting with Professor Bob Clarke at the Lombardi Center.

L to R; Professor Peter Gregson, Queen’s University

Belfast; Sir David Manning, British Embassy; Dr. John

DeGioia, Georgetown University; Senator George J. Mitchell,

Queen’s University Belfast.
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Director’s Notes:
The Northern Ireland Bureau
concentrates a lot of attention on
economic development issues.
We see this as one of the primary
partnerships we can build with
the United States that can provide
positive impacts – wealth and job
creation both in the US and NI.

Our Newsletters have profiled some Northern Ireland
companies who have either opened offices in the
United States or have established formal trade or tech-
nology agreements with US firms.  

Firms such as:

Texthelp - Based in Antrim, Northern
Ireland and with offices in the US, Texthelp 
is currently experiencing a period of
explosive growth.  Levels of awareness of the
product range have increased greatly and
as a result have an extensive reseller network 
covering over 20 countries.

Lagan Technologies - Lagan has expanded 
significantly both in the UK and abroad, and is
now market leader in the provision of 
Customer Relationship Management (CRM) 
solutions to UK Local Government, while 
also extending its product offering 
through the acquisition of Peter Martin 
Associates in the US, a leader in the develop-
ment of human services software. 

Singularity - Singularity is Europe’s leading
specialist in Business Process Management
(BPM). They have been in the Deloitte
Ireland Fast 50 for the past 4 years, entered
the Deloitte Europe Fast 500 list in
December 2005, and the Sunday Times 
Tech Track 100 list in September 2005.

APT – Audio Processing Technology - APT 
has launched apt-X Live®, a ground-breaking
new audio coding technology designed specif-
ically for live performance situations.  This 
innovative new technology will have a particu-
larly significant impact in the field of digital 
wireless audio. 

imm – Integrated Marketing Management 
- imm provides a tailored market development
service, proactively engaging companies via 

2 NIB News

Tim Losty, Director

phone, mail, fax and email.  They fit seamless-
ly into their customer’s businesses, compli-
menting their sales and marketing strategy.

Intercomm - Intercomm Enterprises USA, Inc.
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation estab-
lished in 2003, to raise awareness and support 
in America for Intercomm’s peace and civil
society building initiatives.  In addition,
Intercomm USA works closely with Liam
Maskey to promote, support and follow-up on 
his initiatives to share Intercomm's experience 
and expertise with educational, civic, govern-
mental and corporate organizations in America.

The Northern Ireland economy continues to perform
well.  We are committed to its development, particular-
ly in increasing the size and ratio of the private sector
to the public sector. 

We want to get more entrepreneurs started in Northern
Ireland, although we had the second highest increase in
startup of small businesses in the UK in 2004, with
growth in the knowledge- based and service industries.
Northern Ireland is a business friendly climate with
benefits of access to the US, Republic of Ireland and
European Union markets.

Innovation and the knowledge economy are key driv-
ers in Northern Ireland’s growth generated by invest-
ment in our education system.

Business in Northern Ireland also tends to perform
well and we have the highest rate of business survival
in the UK with 74.7% of firms still in business after 3
years, compared to a UK average of 68%.

With a domestic market of nearly 1.8 million,
Northern Ireland businesses recognize the need to
export to grow their businesses; the total value of
export sales by manufacturing firms increased by
2.5% in 2004.  North America accounted for the
largest share of exports outside of the European
Union.  The most export orientated of our firms fall
into the electrical, chemical and information technolo-
gy sectors.

Tourism figures for invisible earnings are also a suc-
cess factor for the Northern Ireland economy.  The
number of visitors from the United States rose by 16%
over the past year with 122,000 visitors.  42% of these
visitors came to see family and friends, 30% came for
business reasons and 20% came for a “good holiday”.
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Hit all the Buttons
David Perry, from Northern Ireland made millions
designing really cool earthworms and other creatures
of the gaming world. Now he’s built his dream home,
5,901 square feet, every inch a playroom.

The 39-year-old multimillionaire is a major player in
the video-game industry. He’s a wizard at writing the
software that gives form and movement to game char-
acters and plots. His bestsellers include those based on
“The Matrix,” “The Terminator,”
“Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles” and
“Aladdin.”

Perry sold his company, Shiny
Entertainment, to Atari for $47 million
but continued as president until this
February.

Now working at home, he’s breaking
new ground again, collaborating on his
first multiplayer online game called
2Moons. Based on a Korean video
game, it will be available free to players.

From his landscaped backyard over-
looking the ocean, the tech genius from
Northern Ireland points to the cove
where he first tried a boogie board a few
days after arriving in the United States in 1991.

He recalls looking up at the houses next to the Ritz-
Carlton Laguna Niguel hotel and thinking, “So this is
how Americans live? They rock.” Five years later, he
bought one of the houses.

PERRY grew up in the small town of Donegore,
County Antrim, in the late 1960s and ‘70s. The son of
a photographer and a BA employee, he says it was too
cold to do anything but stay inside, study the manuals
at his school’s computer lab and write software for his
puny Sinclair ZX81 home computer so he could play
games on it. 

The self-taught programmer sold his first computer
games for about $600 when he was 14, opened a bank
account, and rapidly turned a hobby into a career. At
17, he moved to London to create video games for an
industry that was as young and unsophisticated as 
himself.

At 24, he was lured to the United States by Irvine-
based Virgin Interactive and two years later, he started
Shiny Entertainment, which dreamed up Earthworm
Jim in 1994. That slimy superhero was such a hit that
it became a cartoon show and was splashed over lunch-
boxes, Marvel comic books, fast-food meal boxes, and
even underpants.

His ability to push the industry forward with guitar
sounds on Global Gladiators, zooming and sniping in
MDK and character possession in Messiah put him on

top of the industry, says long-
time game-industry expert
Victor Lucas, who is the exec-
utive producer of the TV show
and website “The Electric
Playground.”

With nine monitors at his desk,
Perry calls his office “a geek’s
paradise.” One monitor has a
still image of his wife and
daughter. On another, he
launches a PowerPoint presen-
tation that he uses as a speaker
at game developers’ confer-
ences. He says when he
dropped out of college to write
software, teachers scoffed at

him. Now, almost 300 colleges offer courses in game
programming. “Games are fantasies for sale,” he says.

A portrait of Clive Sinclair, who invented the tiny
computer Perry launched his career on, is part of his
slide show. Perry explains that Sinclair’s success took
a nosedive with two other inventions: a “geeky” fold-
ing bike and a compact electric car “with a washing
machine engine” that was the British equivalent of the
Edsel.

“It had no roof in a country that rains a lot,” he says.
“So Sinclair Research came up with waterproofed
silver space clothes to wear. He didn’t understand
cool.”

The message he learned from Sir Clive and passes on
to thousands of hopeful game creators?  “Stick to
what you know,” he says, punching the keyboard to
jump to an image of Earthworm Jim holding a plasma
blaster. “Then it’s always fun.”

David Perry



Playing for Peace

Playing for Peace (PfP), a program featured previously in Newslink, focuses on the powerful belief “that kids who play
together can learn to live together,” has used its Northern Ireland experience to help other international communities.

Playing for Peace recently united youth leaders from its Northern Ireland and South Africa programs in its first ever glob-
al exchange event.  The weeklong event afforded opportunities for participants from two PfP programs to participate in a
unique cross-community, cross-cultural program of activities.  The trip was made possible through a generous grant from
PfP partner, The Laureus Sport for Good Foundation.  

Eight young leaders from the South Africa program
spent six event filled days in Northern Ireland.  The
children enjoyed an eye-opening and exhilarating
week along with National Basketball Association
(NBA) commentator Jack Armstrong.  The children
visited Protestant and Catholic schools, toured his-
toric sites and high interface areas.  For most of the
youth leaders, the highlight was interacting with local
children; shooting hoops, sharing meals, discovering
similarities and exploring differences.  The South
African leaders toured Northern Ireland full of spirit
and energy and left a lasting impression on everyone
they met.  

Playing for Peace and its young leaders look forward
to the next global exchange program.   

Jack Armstrong; PFP-NI staff with South African and Northern Ireland

participants at a clinic in Befast

The United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organization, (UNESCO) chose
Belfast to host the second interna-
tional Geoparks Conference in
2006.

The four day conference was held in the Waterfront Hall
during September, and attracted delegates from as far away
as China and Mexico.

Northern Ireland’s only Geopark, in Fermanagh, is an area
of internationally significant geological heritage where the
geology and landscape are used as tools for sustainable eco-
nomic development, primarily through tourism.  

Launching the conference Enterprise Minister, Maria Eagle
said: “The conference represents a major coup for
Northern Ireland and is recognition of our own special
geological heritage which, in addition to the Marble
Arch Caves Geopark in Fermanagh, includes places
such as the Ring of Gullion, the Sperrins, the Mournes
and the Causeway Coast and Glens.”

The Minister extended a worldwide invitation to delegates
when she said: “I want to encourage early sign up for this
prestigious event which has delegates already confirmed
from Malaysia, Japan, Australia and Brazil.”

The conference appealed to geologists, to the tourism
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industry, schools and colleges, cultural heritage and pro-
motes the economic benefits of a Geopark.

There was an impressive lineup of speakers for the confer-
ence which included Dr Walter Erdelen (UNESCO), Prof.
Aubrey Manning (University of Edinburgh) and Dr. Stuart
Monroe (Our Dynamic Earth).  The speakers  explored the
links between cultural heritage and tourism to sustain the
economic development of Geoparks.

The conference was part-funded by the International Fund
for Ireland through financial assistance administered by the
Northern Ireland Tourist Board.

L to R Marble Arch Cave’s guide, Jamie Curran,

Enterprise Minister, Maria Eagle and Director of GSNI,

Garth Earls with a model of a stalactite.



Stars of the South
(Courtesy of Irish America Magazine)

A Celebration of the Irish in the Southern
United States

A major player in the Atlantic Bridges project to build
cultural links between Northern Ireland and the
American South, Dr. Ian Brick, born in Belfast,
received all of his formal education in Northern
Ireland.  He graduated from Queen’s University
Belfast in 1968 with a Ph.D. in pharmacology.  His
research work was in the field of beta blockers and car-
diology.  He was part of a team that published the first
paper in this field.  In 1967, he was President of the
Students Union, a sabbatical post.

After 10 years in the UK with ICI Pharmaceuticals,
Ian returned to Ireland as Managing Director of Cullen
& Davidson, a small company specializing in retail
pharmaceuticals.  In 1980, Ian and two partners found-
ed the Institute of Clinical Pharmacology in Dublin.

The company
went public in
1984 on NAS-
DAQ and this
necessitated the
emigration of the
Brick family to
the USA.  The
company was
engaged in
worldwide clini-
cal trials of newly
discovered phar-
maceutical com-

pounds, particularly in the HIV research field.

In 1990, Dr. Brick founded Pharmaceutical
Laboratory Services in Baltimore, Maryland, which
was subsequently purchased by his major competitor
in 1994.

Dr. Brick, who is based in Nashville, Tennessee, is
Chairman of the Friends of Queen’s University in the
USA and a member of the University Development
Board based in Belfast.  He is on the selection commit-
tee for the Mitchell scholarship and a board member of
Camerata Ireland, the very successful All-Ireland
Orchestra founded by maestro Barry Douglas.

Dr. Ian Brick
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NIB’s New First Secretary/Deputy
Director
I am delighted to introduce
myself to you, am excited by
the work that lies ahead, and
privileged to have this oppor-
tunity to help represent
Northern Ireland’s interests in
the US as part of the NIB
team.  

I took up post three very
eventful weeks ago, moving
from the post of Head of
Neighbourhood Regeneration
in the Department for Social
Development.  There, the emphasis was achieving the
social, physical and economic transformation of Northern
Ireland’s most disadvantaged areas.  The scale of regenera-
tion taking place in Northern Ireland is justifiably receiving
international attention and there is much to be proud of.  

This is not my first time in the US – In 2005/06 I spent six
months in Philadelphia at the Fels Institute of Government
at the University of Pennsylvania as a Northern Ireland
Civil Service Fulbright Fellow.   In 2002, I attended the
Senior Executives in State and Local Government
Programme at the Kennedy School, Harvard University.  

With the exception of a very short visit earlier in the sum-
mer, this is my first time in DC.  I’ve been struck by the ele-
gance of the city, the quality of public transport and the
warmth of the welcome that has been extended to me.  

I was born in Randalstown County Antrim and grew up in
the townland of Newbridge near Magherafelt where I went
to school.    I am a graduate of the University of Stirling in
Scotland and the University of Ulster where I did my MBA.
I joined the Northern Ireland Civil Service ten years ago on
secondment from my post as Deputy Chief Executive of the
Northern Ireland Association of Citizens Advice Bureaux.  

I have a particular interest in further education and served
on the board of governors of the North East Institute of
Further and Higher Education for the four years prior to my
joining the Bureau.

I look forward to working with you all.  If you need any
assistance please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Maeve Walls
First Secretary/ Deputy Director, NIB

Maeve Walls First Secretary/

Deputy Director, NIB




